
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October-December 2020 

Dear Families,  
We hope you all had a lovely October break and are enjoying the beautiful colours of autumn. The 
children returned from their break ready to learn and excited to get stuck in to a term of learning. 
Now that we have received photo permissions we will endeavour to keep you up to date with 
highlights of our learning and activities on our Class Blog: 
https://2015sciennes.wordpress.com 
We would like to say a huge thank you for supporting our uniform policy and ensuring that the 
pupils wear appropriate PE kit on PE days. PE has to happen outside and while we try to stick to a 
timetable and have PE on the same day each week, we are at the mercy of the weather. We are 
very grateful for fully equipped pencil cases and gym kits but the school can provide all necessary 
equipment if required.  
We hope you find this term’s outline of work both helpful and an interesting insight into your 
child’s time in school. If you need to contact us, feel welcome to do so through the School Office 
admin@sciennes.edin.sch.uk 
Kind regards,  
P5A - Ms Fiona Sellar (Mon-Thurs) and Vacancy (currently Ms Jenni McGrouther PT (Fri) 
P5B - Ms Lindsay Dodds (Mon-Thurs) and Stavros Tsarnas (Fri). 
P5C – Ms Daryl Gladstone 

Literacy and English  
• In reading groups, continue to give a 

personal response to texts and contribute 

relevant ideas, information and opinions 

in critical literacy activities. 

• Continue to identify parts of speech in our 

reading and writing, revising nouns and 

adjectives and introducing imagery, 

including similes, metaphors and 

personification within the context of our 

class novel. 

• Explore life in Old Edinburgh and respond 

by writing our own stories and creating 

our own characters.  

• Continue to develop the use of interesting 

vocabulary, connectives, openers and 

punctuation in imaginative and functional 

writing.  

 

 

 

Numeracy and Mathematics 
NUMBER PROCESSES 

Addition and subtraction strategies including: 

• Number bonds 

• Doubles and halves/near doubles and 

halves 

• Empty number line 

• Partitioning 

• Round and adjust (compensation) 

• Counting on 

• Counting back 

NUMBER PROCESSES 

• Multiplication and Division Tables 
 

MEASURE  

• Estimation and measuring 

• Conversions between units 
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Health and Wellbeing 
Continue to use our Emotions Talk 
programme with a focus on: 

• Revising and extending emotional 
vocabulary 

• Exploring body sensations to recognise 
and name emotional responses 

• Looking at different triggers and 
appropriate reactions 

Expressive Arts 
• Create detailed images using a range of 

media inspired by Scottish scenes. 

• Learn drama conventions to encourage 
and support role play within a historical 
context. 

• Participate in online workshops with 
Edinburgh University Music students, 
exploring rhythm, rhyme and 
performance. 

 
 
 

 
 

Social Studies 
The children’s interest led us to find out about 
the Ice Age, landscape, early people and early 
settlements in Scotland. We begin our study of 
Edinburgh’s past and comparing life then and 
now this term! 

• researching people and events from the 
past  

• exploring places of interest online to 
support our learning 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Science 
• Identify common types of energy 

(kinetic, potential, electrical, chemical, 
light, sound and heat) used in energy 
transfers. 

 
 

Technologies 
• Use search engines to access and 

retrieve information 

• Using apps to create displays of 
knowledge and manipulate images and 
sound to create animations and movies. 

RME 
• Learn about festivals of light and how 

people from different faiths celebrate 

• Respect the beliefs of others 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Dates for your diary 
End of Term Tuesday 22 December 2020 
Pupils resume Wednesday 6 January 2021 
 

 
How to help your child 

• Please ensure that your child is on time for school every day. In Primary 5 the school day 
begins at 8.40am and ends at 3.10pm.  Contact the School Office as soon as possible and 
before 9.00am to let us know of an absence.  

• Your child should have a labelled bottle of water which should be taken home to be 
refreshed daily. If you have a thirsty child, then two bottles are a good idea.  

• All clothing and belongings should be clearly labelled and include name and class. Don’t 
forget PE clothes and uniforms! 

• Please ensure your child brings his/her reading bag to school every day. 

• We would be grateful if you could support your child with the weekly homework task. 
 

Class timetable 
This year PE, Science and HWB with Art will run on a 3-week rotation. During the weeks that 
your child’s class do not attend PE with Mrs Berry, they will receive 2 hours of PE delivered by 
their class teacher. 
Science- Mr McKenna; PE- Mrs Berry; Coding & Spanish- Mr Tsarnas. 
Reading Please bring reading to school daily. Reading task is due on Wednesday 
Homework Please hand in all other homework on a Monday.  

                                                


